
We went with First Youth Nations and other ministries again to Pine 

Ridge last year for a youth rally. Mike Littlevoice came along this year. 

His tribe was about 300 miles south of Pine Ridge prior to their forced 

march to Oklahoma, so his dance and styles are similar to Pine Ridge. 

Everyone lined up for prayer from him before the rally got underway 

and before he could get completely into his regalia. He prayed for all 

who wanted it and was able to share his testimony through word and 

dance.  

Every year we see our prayers 

taking root, but God also enables 

us to see additional areas that 

need prayer. This year, I noticed 

every where we went, people 

were driving cars with broken 

windshields. They had the “spider 

web” pattern crack. I didn’t say 

anything at first—I knew that in 

the previous year we had just missed a hail storm that did a lot of 

damage to homes and cars and wondered if they had had another one. 

The clincher came when I saw a woman driving a car where the 

windshield was missing where the circular spider pattern would 

otherwise be—she was driving essentially with no glass in front of her 

and only part of the glass in front of her young passenger. That’s when I 

asked. The answer was “family feuds.” Anger turns to grabbing a 

baseball bat and cracking the windshield of a family member’s car. So 

this year, we add prayer for peace and forgiveness (of each other) to 

settle over the reservation. Please join us in these prayers. 

We also encountered 

more homeless this 

year. In California, 

people stand at street 

corners and other 

places with signs 

asking for help. On 

Pine Ridge, they are 

mostly at gas stations 

and grocery stores. 

They will see the out-
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of-state license plate on the car and talk 

about where they used to live in that 

state and share some “interesting” facts 

about the area. After the small talk, 

they may say something like “I’m just 

trying to get a cup of coffee today” or 

“I’m just trying to get a pack of 

cigarettes.” In 2020, I want to take a 

few hygiene packs with me (with socks, 

a Sacred Road New Testament, and 

other things) to give out in addition to 

some “dollars” in these locations. I 

know from the pow wows, that prayer 

is a value in the culture and a request 

like “can I pray with you?” will not be 

turned down even when offered to a 

traditional from a Christian. Prayer 

coupled with the practical gifts better 

demonstrates our faith than not doing 

or giving anything.  

We are thankful for the financial 

partnership you provide. We had two 

locations to go to this year (Wounded 

Knee and Oglala Sioux portions of the 

rez). We provided over 370 backpacks 

last year (300 for Pine Ridge and 70+ 

for others). It took 2 trailers to haul all 

of the resources to Pine Ridge and it 

took a number of volunteers to pack 

and unpack everything.  

In addition to your help, we are also 

grateful for the Thrivent grant we 

received towards the school supplies 

and backpacks. We got a great deal on 

backpacks from Dollar Days (54c each 

WHAT?) and a good number of our 

supplies at a great discount. The total of 

cash and non-cash gifts we received 

from our donors amounted to about 

$5100 and every penny was used for 

the school supplies and backpacks; 

however, we did receive more non-

cash supplies than we could use this 

year, so they will be used for the 2020 

trip. We don’t know yet how many 

backpacks and reservations we will be helping First Youth Nations with yet, 

but this outreach is one of our priorities. 

 

2019 Veterans Groceries 

We distributed over 100 bags of groceries to Native American vets and 

families of vets at the Native American Veterans Association (NAVA) Pow 

Wow. This is an annual event held the second weekend of November at the 

South Gate park in South Gate, CA. Each bag included coffee, mac&cheese, 

stuffing, gravy, fruit, oatmeal, tea, and a $20 gift card to purchase a turkey or 

fresh produce or whatever they want to use it for. Last but not least, we 

included a copy of the Sacred Road New Testament just as we did with the 

school backpacks. Some of the veterans came into our booth to pick up the 

groceries and at times, Mike Littlevoice took a wagon full of bags out to the 

bleachers and canopies to “deliver”. One of the veterans who picked up a 

grocery bag from us last year and again this year said that he had been going 

through a “low” season and the groceries had really helped his family get 

through it. He said that next year, he wants to donate a bag to us to give out. 

Please join us in sending prayers to all of our vets and asking our Father to 

help all of them through high and low seasons alike. 

Thank you for your cash and non-cash gifts. We had nothing left over from 

what we received this year. 

The cash and non-cash gifts 

totaled around $2600, with 

the gift cards representing the 

majority of this amount. We 

want to also thank Costco and 

Thrivent for their generous 

donations as well. 
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FYN CHRISTMAS PARTY 

This year we were able to receive toys 

from toys for tots to help out at this 

Christmas party. We are so grateful for this 

donation, which amounted to roughly $600 

worth of toys.  

On a sadder note, some of the youth who 

were planning to come were from a reser-

vation in AZ. One young man who was so 

excited to come was hit by a car and passed 

a few days before the party, so none were 

able to come. FYN, observing correct pro-

tocol, asked to do a special assembly just 

for this AZ reservation this month as a me-

morial to the young man who died. Some of 

the toys were held back specifically for this 

purpose. The entire tribe embraced the 

idea. More donors donated additional bikes 

and toys, and the tribe reserved one of the 

meeting places on the reservation specifical-

ly for this gathering. My question for you is 

this, do you pray for your death? We all are 

pretty familiar with the many ways that we 

pray for our lives. We ask for our needs to 

be met, we ask that we would have the 

privilege of sharing the Gospel wherever 

the Lord sends us, and more. This young 

man’s “death” is clearly making a positive 

impact on the community and opening the 

doors for FYN to deliver a “Christmas in 

January” message to the youth on the res-

ervation. More will be able to participate 

than ever could if they had otherwise tried 

to come in December in California.  

Hearing of this, I was reminded that God 

revealed to me quite a few years ago that 

there are 3 prayers that we should include 

in our daily prayers that are specifically for 

our death. One is that we die in His timing 

and not leave this earth too soon, so we 

will have every opportunity to complete all 

that He has planned for us to do. Second, 

that we would die the death that He has 

ordained for us. His plans, though we don’t 

always understand them, have greater 

purposes than we could ever imagine. 

So we pray that any “enemy” plots 

against our lives would fail and we 

would only die by the means that 

God has ordained. These prayers 

require great trust in God, don’t 

they? Finally, the most important les-

son to learn regarding prayers for our 

death is this: that just as we know to 

offer our lives to Him to serve Him 

and to share the Kingdom with oth-

ers, we are to also offer our deaths 

to Him in prayer that in our dying, 

others would be saved. We don’t 

hesitate to ask that our lives be 

meaningful and accomplish His will. 

We should not hesitate to pray the 

same for our death, and for our loved 

ones also. This Christmas in January 

event will have already taken place by 

the time you receive this letter, so 

you will not be able to pray ahead of 

time, but please pray for the seeds 

that were planted and that in his 

death, this young man will generate a 

large harvest for Jesus. 

 

A Word from the Home 

Front and the Vision for 2020 

My mother turned 100 last year and 

is still with me. I shared in previous 

reports that I have been acting as her 

24/7 caregiver. We almost lost her in 

November just before the Veterans 

pow wow, but she recovered and is 

still with me. She is still bedridden 

and the physical therapy has stopped, 

as her visiting nurse believes she will 

most likely not walk again. 

For this reason, I am not sure at this 

time which pow wows we will be able 

to attend. When I say “we,” I mean 

me and my board members. The Pas-
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adena Pow Wow has been discontin-

ued for now, as the campus has been 

sold to others. The Santa Fe Springs 

Pow Wow did not occur because the 

city made some additional financial 

requirements that made the pow 

wow’s budget unachievable.  

Looking at our board members, one 

has moved out of state and another 

plans to return to his family home in 

Oklahoma in the fall of 2020.  

So our 2020 schedule is still in the 

Lord’s hands and will be revealed, I’m 

sure, just in time and just when it 

needs to be. We will still support the 

trip to Pine Ridge and other FYN 

Reservation outreaches with back-

packs, whether we can personally 

attend or not. We will still provide 

groceries to the Veterans at the Vet-

erans pow wow, and we will plan to 

assist with the Christmas Party as 

well. 

In 2019, we brought in Kee and Becky 

Kaibetony and Chasity Sandoval to 

speak to a small class at APU regard-

ing the Native American experience 

with racism and reconciliation. In 

2020 I will be working with the Fel-

lowship church in Monrovia who is 

planning a mini-Native reconciliation 

workshop (not an apology session!) 

perhaps the end of August and a field 

trip as well to various historical loca-

tions that are meaningful to Native 

people in terms of civil rights con-

frontations.  

Whether your partnership has been 

financial, sending non-cash items, or 

just praying with us, we are so appre-

ciative of you and we pray that God 

would bless each of you and encour-

age your continued partnership in 

2020. 


